

Coventry School Committee                                                                          Policy #8145

# 8145 : Acceptance of Gifts for Athletics 


Purpose

Pursuant to R.I.G.L. § 16-89-1 et seq., it is permissible for Coventry Public Schools to accept grants, gifts and donations from any private individual, public or private business entity, any government or governmental subdivision thereof, including quasi-public agencies; and to restrict the expenditure of those funds as specified according to the terms of the gift, grant or donation as conditioned by the group.
Definition

Booster clubs and other support organizations are entities separate from the Coventry Public Schools. Coventry Public Schools recognizes that extracurricular booster clubs and other support groups provide important financial benefit to the district’s schools and can be a valuable means of stimulating community interest in the aims and activities of the district’s schools. Booster clubs and other groups, foster community support to raise funds for extracurricular athletic activities.

For purposes of this policy, activity is a club or group related to an athletic purpose.

Authority

Only the Coventry School Committee has the authority to enter into contractual agreements on behalf of the school district and it would not be appropriate for any booster club and/or other support organization to represent the district or its schools in any contractual arrangements with students, parents or other organizations. Furthermore, it is not appropriate for any booster club or other support group to offer a contribution that would appear to circumvent the authority of the Coventry School Committee.

The Coventry School Committee reserves the right to accept or refuse any gift. 
Policy

Any individual and/or organized groups who wish to make contributions to the athletics program will be directed to adhere to the following procedures:

· The individual or group as outlined in the Purpose section of this policy should discuss the reasons for a contribution with the athletic director and have written/signed documentation of the purpose and amount of the proposed contribution. 
· The athletic director will make sure the contribution is acceptable according to the state athletic association, Title IX, and student activity guidelines. 
· The athletic director will then notify the Coventry Athletic Task Force in writing of the proposed donation/contribution. 
· The Coventry Athletic Task Force will decide if the purpose of the donation/contribution aligns with the goals of Coventry Schools Athletics. The decision will be forwarded to the Coventry School Committee.

· The Coventry School Committee will accept or decline the contribution/donation based in part on the recommendation of the Coventry Athletic Task Force.
· While the contribution/donation can be targeted to a specific sport or activity, all moneys and/or equipment/supplies donated to the school become the property of the Coventry Public Schools Athletic Department. 
· The sponsored sport or activity will be under the complete control of Coventry Public Schools Athletic Department. 

· Other than funding, the donor/contributor will have no influence on the participants or the operation of the sport or activity.
· Fiscal control and management of fund activity will be done by the Director of Finance or his/her designee.
· The donation shall not require the endorsement of a particular business product. 

· The donation shall not conflict with policies or actions of the Coventry School Committee or applicable law. 

· Exceptions to these procedures may be considered only by Coventry School Committee action.
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