Policy #8145.2
(former 6145.2)

COVENTRY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF 
INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETIC ACTIVITIES

PURPOSE:

It is the purpose of this policy to establish the guidelines and expectations of the Coventry School Committee regarding the conditions under which an interscholastic athletic activity may be offered as part of the educational opportunities for students at the Middle and High School levels.
DEFINITION: For purposes of this policy, activity is defined as an interscholastic sport.
GENERAL EXPECTATIONS:

1. Activities shall be governed by this policy when they:
a. Must comply with Rhode Island Interscholastic Rules and Regulations.

b. Practice on a regular daily basis.

c. Perform competitively on a regular scheduled basis through the specific athletic activity season.

2. All such activities must have a pre-authorized assigned coach specific to the level of scheduled competition.

3. All programs must be appropriately authorized through the designation of required and necessary funding within the school budget for the year of operation or as outlined in Policy #8145.

4. Authorized programs shall be in keeping with the funding level as stipulated by the Superintendent of Schools immediately following the final approval of the budget for the ensuing school year and shall be specifically identified by the appropriate Building Administrator and recommended for the Superintendent’s approval prior to August 15 of each school year.

ESTABLISHING NEW OFFERINGS:
1. The recommended activity must be competitive requiring its participants to obtain a high level of conditioning, training and skill.

2. There must be evidence of strong student interest in participation in the proposed program.

3. There must be organized interscholastic competition at the league and State level.

4. Adequate facilities must be available to conduct practices and play games.
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5. Required funding source must be identified and made available before the start of the activity.

6. Qualified and competent coaches must be available.

7. Consideration must be given to the potential growth of the sport.

8. Priority will be given to those sports that best equalize the opportunity for boys and girls.

9. A request for the establishment of a new sport/activity will be forwarded to the Coventry Athletic Task Force for consideration

OTHER:

1. No athletic program/activity/team shall be permitted to organize and/or compete on a formal or informal basis without the expressed authorization of the Coventry School Committee except in the instance of individual athletic competition in the absence of the District’s offering of a team which shall be governed by the rules and regulations as specified in the Rhode Island High School Interscholastic Manual.

2. The term activity or team shall be considered as referring to a level of play as opposed to the term sport representing an activity of one or more levels of play, i.e. Varsity, Junior Varsity, Freshmen and/or Middle School.
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