8144
COVENTRY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

COVENTRY, RI

STUDENT WELFARE/FIRST AID AND MEDICATION
PURPOSE: 

The use of medication in school is intended to assist students to function at their individual optimum level of wellness and fullest independent capacity. It is the purpose of this policy to provide standards and guidelines for the handling of any such first aid or medication needs considered essential to the well-being of the student while in regular attendance at school.
POLICY STATEMENT:

Parents are advised to give medication at home and on a schedule other than during school hours. However, if a student’s health care provider decides it is necessary for that student to receive medication during the school day, adherence to District regulations is mandated. A summary of this policy shall be published annually in each school’s Student Handbook. Additionally, a supply of this policy shall be kept in each school for distribution to parents as needed.
I. Responsibility

A. In keeping with the guidelines established by the Rhode Island Department of Education, the School Nurse Teacher shall be the primary individual responsible for the administration of first aid, evaluating injuries, or dispensing medication.

B. In the absence of the School Nurse Teacher, the attending staff member under the guidance, direction, and/or authorization of the building principal shall administer first aid or other appropriate medical needs of the student. Should a professional opinion be essential prior to taking action, the building principal shall make the appropriate referral.

C. While no other lay person, other than a parent or guardian, shall administer medication to a student in the school setting, in the event of a suspected case of anaphylaxis, school personnel may administer an emergency protocol to a medically identified student when authorized by a parent/guardian and when ordered by a licensed healthcare provider.
D. If trained personnel are not available, any willing person may administer the emergency protocol to a medically identified student. This shall not preclude the self-administration of an emergency protocol by a medically identified student.
II. Prescription Medication 
A. Only medications prescribed/advised by a Licensed Health Care Provider will be given at school. This includes over-the-counter medications as well as prescription drugs.

B. All prescription medications brought to school must be in a prescription container appropriately labeled by the pharmacist. (Pharmacists will label a duplicate, empty container for school use.) Over-the-counter medications should be in the original container. Medication must be given to the school nurse or principal at the beginning of the school day.
C. A Medication Consent Form must be fully completed and signed by the prescribing Licensed Health Care Provider. Parents must complete and sign the parent permission section of the form.
D. If the Licensed Health Care Provider prescribes medication for school use and the parent does not have a Medication Consent Form, the Licensed Health Care Provider may write the order on his/her prescription form or letter head with the following information included: student’s name, name of drug, dose, time when medication is to be given and the diagnosis or reason the medication is needed. Any special instructions should also be noted. The Licensed Health Care Provider’s signature is required. Parents should provide a written, signed request that the school nurse-teacher comply with the Licensed Health Care Provider’s order.

E. A change in dosage of a previously prescribed medication must be written and signed for by the prescribing Licensed Health Care Provider. This may be done on a prescription pad or letter head.

F. A separate Medication Consent Form must be completed for each medication.

G. Facsimile transmissions will be accepted from the prescribing Licensed Health Care Provider. This does not apply for prescriptions for controlled substances.
H. Telephone orders are not accepted.

I. Medication will be administered for the duration indicated by the health care provider but not longer than the current school year. Orders must be renewed annually.
III. Medication Storage and Administration

A. A locked storage area shall be provided for all medications.

B. A certified school nurse teacher shall administer all medications as ordered by the Licensed Health Care Provider with the following exceptions:

           1.  A parent may administer medication to his/her own child.

           2. In the event that a student needs the use of his/her inhaler and the certified school    

               nurse teacher is not available, the principal or his/her designee shall act in loco 

               parentis.

           3. Emergency Protocols. “School personnel who have been trained” in accordance 

               with the Rules and Regulations for School Health Programs (R16-21-SCHO) 
               “are authorized to administer the emergency protocol to an identified student. If 
               trained school personnel are not available, any willing person may administer the 

               emergency protocol to a medically identified student. None of the requirements of 

               this section shall preclude the self-administration of an emergency protocol by a 

               medically identified student.”

            4. Self-administered medications. (See III., C., 1 and 2)

C. Self-carry/self-administration
            1. Elementary students

                     a. Students with a Licensed Health Care Provider’s order to self-administer 
                         medications at school must provide a completed medication consent form to
                         the school nurse teacher.

                      b. Students with orders to self-medicate shall demonstrate their capability for 

                          self-administration and for responsible behavior. If said student is unable to 

                          demonstrate ability to self-medicate or act in a responsible manner, the 

                          following procedure shall be followed:

                          The certified school nurse teacher will review proper procedure with the 

                          student and the student shall provide acceptable return demonstration to the 

                          school nurse.

                          If the student is still unable to demonstrate ability after several 

                          predetermined, separate attempts, the school nurse shall contact the parent 

                          and prescribing Licensed Health Care Provider to determine the appropriate 
                          course of action.

                       c. Students are not allowed to self-carry or self-administer a controlled
                           substance in school. 
                       d. The school nurse teacher shall keep a list of all students who have self-

                           carry/self-administration rights. This list will also be made available to 

                           the principal and his/her administrative designee(s).
            2. Middle/High School students
                       a. Students with a Licensed Health Care Provider’s order to self-carry and self-
                           administer medications at school must provide a completed medication
                           consent form to the school nurse.

                       b. Upon receipt of the written Licensed Health Care Provider’s order and 
                           parent’s written consent, a medication pass will be issued to the student for 
                           the duration indicated by the Licensed Health Care Provider. All medication 
                           passes are valid for the duration indicated by the Licensed Health Care 
                           Provider but not longer than the current school year. All orders and passes 
                           must be renewed annually.

                        c. Students shall demonstrate their capability for self-administration and for 

                            responsible behavior.
                        d. The school principal shall be given a list of all students with medication 

                             passes.
                        e. No controlled substances shall be self-carried and/or administered under any 

                            circumstances.

                        f. Any student found with medication in his/her possession without a 

                            medication pass shall be subject to disciplinary action.

                        g. If at any time a student with a medication pass fails to demonstrate ability to 

                            self-administer his/her own medication in a responsible manner, he/she shall

                            be subject to review of procedure with the certified school nurse teacher 

                            and/or disciplinary action.

                        h. Aspirin-free substances Acetaminophen and Ibuprofen, Benadryl and 

                            Antacids may be administered upon the authorization of parents, with the 

                            school District’s physician order and at the discretion of the school nurse 

                            teacher. If a student requires more than three (3) doses of any one 

                            medication within one school year, written orders from the child’s licensed

                            health care provider will be required.
D. Field Trips
1. In order to accommodate student’s needs for medication on field trips, the following options are available:

a. The parent may accompany his/her child and administer the medication.

b. The parent may send an adult designee to administer the medication. The parent must send a note identifying the designee and granting said person permission to administer the medication. If this option is used, the parent must give the medication to his/her designee. The school supply of medication cannot be used.
c. The Licensed Health Care Provider may indicate on the medication order form that the child may self-carry and self-administer a day’s supply of medication, including a controlled substance. Said medication shall be supplied from the parent and shall be stored and transported in a properly labeled container.

· In the case of a prescription medication, a licensed health care provider’s written order shall be provided, if it is not already on file in the school.

· A student shall be prohibited from sharing, transferring, or in any way diverting his/her own medication(s) to any other person.

· No school teacher, school administrator, or school health personnel, or any other school personnel shall be liable for civil damages which may result from acts or omissions which may constitute ordinary negligence when a student self-carries and/or self-administers his/her own medication(s) in accordance with these rules and regulations or willful or wanton conduct.

d. The Licensed Health Care Provider may indicate on the medication order that the medication may be omitted on a field trip. (see Medication Consent Form)

e. In the event of a suspected case of anaphylaxis, personnel may administer the emergency protocol as it is ordered by the student’s Licensed Health Care Provider.

f. For the purpose of safety and security in transport, the medication may be put in a secure container labeled with the student’s name and the time of administration. This is only for students who can self-administer their own medication.

IV. Documentation

A. All medications administered by the certified school nurse teacher shall be documented on a standard Medication Administration Form.

B. Documentation shall be in accordance with the Rules and Regulations for Health Programs. (R16-21-SCHO).
V. First Aid Care
A. In recognition of the fact that illness or injury may occur to a student while in attendance at school, all school personnel shall remain alert to assuring that appropriate action is taken in each occurrence of illness or injury. An occurrence of illness or injury that appears detrimental to the physical well-being of a child, as determined by the attending staff member, shall be reported to the parent at the earliest possible opportunity.

B. Except when initial observation suggests a serious accident or illness or that movement of a student may be further injurious to life or limb, a student should be accompanied to the proper location in the school for first aid attention.

C. In instances where the appearance of the injury/illness suggests the student not be moved, the school nurse teacher or other appropriate person(s) should be immediately summoned to the scene.

D. First aid care and attention to a student shall generally be considered as those services essential: washing and bandaging cuts, scrapes and bruises; reducing body activity or reducing pain where the exercise of medical service is not required.

E. It shall not be the expectation of the school to serve as an emergency room, clinic, or hospital, but rather to provide the best relief possible until proper medical attention can be provided by the parent and family physician.

F. Any occurrence of illness or injury which cannot be reasonably handled through the administering of simple first aid shall be immediately referred to the parent. However, when the parent is not available, the school personnel shall be authorized to contact the school physician, family physician, or seek emergency medical services deemed in the best interest of the child. Any expense incurred as a result of said action shall not be the responsibility of the School District.

G. To assure proper implementation of the preceding first aid care expectations, the Administration shall assure that proper instruction is provided to appropriate staff.

VI. General Student Health

A. The parent/guardian has primary responsibility for the general health care of the child, particularly where injury or illness has occurred outside of school.

B. The school nurse teacher, in addition to providing health services, shall also serve as the manager of health care within the school health program. The school nurse teacher shall serve as a consultant regarding any and all programs or policies related to the total school health program.

C. The school physician shall facilitate the health services program through the fulfillment of expectations as established by the State law, the Department of Health, Department of education and School Committee policy.

VII. General:

A. To fully implement this policy each Building Principal shall receive appropriate instructions to maintain first aid competency as required by law.

B. Classroom teacher, clerks, and teacher assistants shall be provided with training to become knowledgeable of good first aid practices and procedures.
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